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or Door, held to be the forerunner of Beha Allah5 was mar™
tyred in 1852, though they claim that their converts in the
United States and elsewhere are very numerous. It may
be noticed in passing that 'Abbas Effendi, while preaching
the divinity of his late father, Beha Allah (who died at Acre
in 1892), has now definitely repudiated the doctrine as per-
sistently applied to himself by many of his followers all over
the world " 'Abdul Beha/5 he says, referring to himself,
€i is the servant of the word of the Blessed Beauty [i. e.9
Beha Allah] and the manifestation of absolute servitude in
the threshold of the Lord. He has no other station, grade*
class, or power. The great Manifestation was fulfilled and
consummated in the Blessed Beauty of Abha, and his Holi-
ness the Supreme (the great B&b) was the Herald of the
Blessed Beauty."1
It is with reluctance that we omit all but the briefest
reference to that most dramatic episode in the religious his-
tory of the Holy Land, the domination of the Crusaders.
This, however, had very little Influence on the subsequent
religious life of the land, which is our thesis. Probably a
certain portion of the native Latins or Roman Catholics,
now resident in Jerusalem and other parts of Palestine, de-
scend from the Pullani (fellahln), or offspring of the Cru-
saders by the native women; though it is definitely known
that the ancestors of many of the present Latins were once
Maronites. The lasting influence of the Crusaders was
social rather than religious, as they introduced into the
Holy Land those feudal ideas that controlled the life of the
Lebanon until the year I860.2
As it has been a political tradition, now happily on the
wane, after a change of party in our National Government,
to make a clean sweep in all public offices, so when the
Crusaders superseded the Saracens the ecclesiastical posi-
tions held by the Greek Christians, under the supervision of
their Mohammedan masters, were filled by Latins. Each
party regarded the other with contempt. Jacques de Vitry,
consecrated Latin Bishop of Tyre in 1217, calls the Syrian
1	See "The Behai Bulletin" (New York), December, 1908.
2	See pp. 104-108.

